
 

KAVLI INSTITUTE MEDIA EXPERTS LIST  
NEUROSCIENCE 

(Listed by Institute) 
 

Kavli Institute for Brain Science at Columbia University 
 

TIME ZONE: EST 
 

Eric Kandel, M.D. 
Co-Director, Kavli Institute 
University Professor, Neuroscience, Psychiatry, Physiology & Cellular 
Biophysics, Biochemistry &  Molecular Biophysics.. Senior 
Investigator, Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
 
 
 

Office: 212-543-5202 
Email: erk5@columbia.edu 
 
Public Affairs Off ice: 
Susan Craig  
212-305-9746 
sc2756@columbia.edu 
 

Areas of Interest: Biophysics/Ion Channels, Synapses &  Circuits, Neurobiology of Learning & Memory, Animal 
Models of Psychiatric Disorders, Neurogenetics. Molecular biology of long term memory storage: Initiation and 
maintenance of synaptic growth; Examination of features shared in simple forms of learning and memory in the 
Aplysia nervous system and in the mammalian hippocampus. 
  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain Science at Columbia University 
 

TIME ZONE: EST 
 

Thomas Jessell 
Co-Director, Kavli Institute 
Claire Tow Professsor, Neuroscience, Biochemistry &  Molecular 
Biophysics.  Investigator, Howard Hughes Medical Institute 
 

Office: 212-305-1531 
Email: tmj1@columbia.edu 
 
Public Affairs Off ice: 
Susan Craig  
212-305-9746 
sc2756@columbia.edu 
 

Areas of Interest: Stem Cell Biology, Axon Pathfinding & Synaptogenesis, Synapses & Circuits, Neurogenetics, 
Motor Systems. Molecular mechanisms of neuronal differentiation, axon guidance, and cell recognition in the 
developing vertebrate nervous system. 
  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain Science at Columbia University 
 

TIME ZONE: EST 
 

Rafael Yuste, M.D. 
Co-Director, Kavli Institute 
Professor, Biological Sciences, Neuroscience.  Investigator, Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute 
 

Office: 212-854-2354 
Email: rmy5@columbia.edu  
 
Public Affairs Off ice: 
Susan Craig  
212-305-9746 
sc2756@columbia.edu 
 

Areas of Interest: Synapses & Circuits, Theoretical Neuroscience. Development and function of the cortical 
microcircuitry. Understanding the function of the cortical microcircuit. The cortex constitutes the larger part of the 
brain in mammals. In humans it is the primary site of mental functions like memory, control of voluntary movements, 
imagination, language and music. 



 

  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain Science at Columbia University 
 

TIME ZONE: EST 
 

Laurence Abbott 
William Bloor Professor, Neuroscience, Physiology &  Cellular 
Biophysics, Biological Sciences. Co-Director, Center for Theoretical 
Neuroscience 
 
 

Office: 212-543-5070 
Email: lfa2103@columbia.edu 
 
Public Affairs Off ice: 
Alex Lyda  
212-305-0820 
mal2133@columbia.edu  
 

Areas of Interest: Mathematical modeling and analysis of neurons and neural networks. How analytic techniques and 
computer simulation are used to study how different conductances contribute to the electrical characteristics of a 
neuron, how neurons interact to produce functioning neural circuits, and how large populations of neurons store and 
process information. 
  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain Science at Columbia University 
 

TIME ZONE: EST 
 

Richard Axel, M.D. 
University Professor, Biochemistry & Molecular Biophysics, 
Neuroscience, Pathology &  Cell Biology. Investigator, Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute 
 
 

Office: 212-305-6915 
Email: ra27@columbia.edu 
 
Public Affairs Off ice: 
Susan Craig  
212-305-9746 
sc2756@columbia.edu 
  

Areas of Interest: Neurogenetics, Sensory Physiology. Defining the logic of olfactory perception; how individual 
sensory neurons express a specific receptor and how the brain distinguishes which receptors have been activated.  
  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain Science at Columbia University 
 

TIME ZONE: EST 
 

Craig Bailey 
Associate Professor, Neuroscience, Psychiatry 
 
 

Office: 212-543-5404 
Email: chb1@columbia.edu 
 
Public Affairs Off ice: 
Alex Lyda  
212-305-0820 
mal2133@columbia.edu  
 

Areas of Interest: Mechanisms underlying the morphological basis for changes in synaptic effectiveness mediating 
learning and memory. The analysis of behaviorally-relevant structural plasticity as it occurs at the level of identified 
synapses is our primary interest. Examining the morphological basis of the changes in synaptic effectiveness that 
underlie various forms of learning and memory in Aplysia.  
  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain Science at Columbia University 
 

TIME ZONE: EST 
 

Gerald Fischbach, M.D. 
John E. Borne Professor, Pharmacology, Neuroscience 
 

Office: 212-305-9746 
Email: sc2756@columbia.edu 
 
Public Affairs Off ice: 
Susan Craig  
212-305-9746 



 

sc2756@columbia.edu 
 

Areas of Interest: The formation and maintenance of synapses, the junctions between nerve cells and their targets 
through which information is transferred. The neuromuscular junction, a synapse that is easily accessible to 
experimental manipulation. The use of cultured neurons and muscle cells to characterize the biochemical, cellular, and 
electrophysiological mechanisms underlying development and function of the neuromuscular junction. 
 
  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain Science at Columbia University 
 

TIME ZONE: EST 
 

Michael Goldberg  
David Mahoney Professor of Brain &  Behavior, Neuroscience, 
Neurology, Psychiatry, Opthalmology 
 
 

Office: 212-543-6931 
Email: meg2008@columbia.edu 
 
Public Affairs Off ice: 
Alex Lyda  
212-305-0820 
mal2133@columbia.edu  
 

Areas of Interest: The physiology of cognitive processes: visual attention, spatial perception and decision making. 
How does the brain accomplish visual attention, spatial perception, and decision-making? Training animals on 
behavioral tasks, performing psychophysical measurements on their performance, and then the use neurophysiological 
techniques of single neuron recording, electrical stimulation, and the placement of reversible lesions to understand the 
physiological mechanisms that underlie the cognitive processes that enabled the animalsÕ performance of those tasks. 
  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain Science at Columbia University 
 

TIME ZONE: EST 
 

Rene Hen 
Professor, Psychiatry, Neuroscience, Pharmacology. Director, Division 
of Integrative Neuroscience, Department of Psychiatry, The New York 
Psychiatric Institute & Research Foundation 
 

Office: 212-543-5328 
Email: rh95@columbia.edu 
 
Public Affairs Off ice: 
Alex Lyda  
212-305-0820 
mal2133@columbia.edu  
 

Areas of Interest: Stem Cell Biology, Neurobiology of Learning & Memory, Animal Models of Psychiatric Disorders, 
Neurogenetics. The contribution of specif ic serotonin receptors as well as hippocampal neurogenesis to pathological 
states such as depression and anxiety. 
  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain Science at Columbia University 
 

TIME ZONE: EST 
 

Joy Hirsch 
Professor of Functional Radiology, Radiology, Neuroscience, 
Psychology. Chair, Imaging Committee, Jerome L. Greene Center. 
Director of the fMRI Research Center 
 

Office: 212-342-0291 
Email: jh2155@columbia.edu 
 
Public Affairs Off ice: 
Susan Craig  
212-305-9746 
sc2756@columbia.edu 
 

Areas of Research: Cognitive/Systems Neuroscience, Brain Imaging. Neuroimaging of cognitive, perceptual, 
emotional, and language processes to model healthy, psychiatric, and neurologically-relevant conditions. 
 
  
  



 

Kavli Institute for Brain Science at Columbia University 
 

TIME ZONE: EST 
 

Kenneth Miller 
Professor, Neuroscience, Physiology & Cellular Biophysics.  Co-
Director, Center for Theoretical Neuroscience 
 
 

Office: 212-543-5238 
Email: ken@neurotheory.columbia.edu 
 
Public Affairs Off ice: 
Alex Lyda  
212-305-0820 
mal2133@columbia.edu  
 

Areas of Interest: Cognitive/Systems Neuroscience, Theoretical Neuroscience. Models of Visual Cortical Circuitry 
and Development, Analysis of Visual Coding. 
  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain Science at Columbia University 
 

TIME ZONE: EST 
 

Daniel Salzman, M.D. 
Assistant Professor, Psychiatry, Neuroscience 
 
 

Office: 212-543-6931 
Email: cds2005 at columbia.edu  
 
Public Affairs Off ice: 
Elizabeth Streich 
212-305-6535 
eas2125@columbia.edu  
 

Areas of Interest: Neurobiology of Learning & Memory, Cognitive/Systems Neuroscience, Animal Models of 
Psychiatric Disorders. Study of the neural basis of cognitive and emotional behavior. 
  
Kavli Institute for Brain Science at Columbia University 
 

TIME ZONE: EST 
 

Steven Siegelbaum 
Professor, Neuroscience, Pharmacology.  Investigator, Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute 
 
 

Office: 212-543-5246 
Email: sas8@columbia.edu 
 
Public Affairs Off ice: 
Alex Lyda  
212-305-0820 
mal2133@columbia.edu  
 

Areas of Interest: Biophysics/Ion Channels, Synapses &  Circuits. Studies of the structure and function of ion 
channels; mechanisms of synaptic transmission and long-term synaptic plasticity in the mammalian hippocampus. 
 
  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain Science at Columbia University 
 

TIME ZONE: EST 
 

Scott Small 
Irving Assistant Professor, Neurology 
 
 

Office: 212-305-9194 
Email: sas68@columbia.edu 
 
Public Affairs Off ice: 
Elizabeth Streich 
212-305-6535 
eas2125@columbia.edu  
 

Areas of Interest: Brain Imaging. Cognitive neuroscience of working memory and control and of category learning 
and conceptual representations. Understanding and diagnosing the true molecular causes of AlzheimerÕs disease. 
 
  



 

  
Kavli Institute of Neurology at Yale  
Yale University School of Medicine 
 

TIME ZONE: EST 
 

Pasko Rakic, M.D.  
Director, Kavli Institute for Neuroscience at Yale 
Duberg Professor of Neuroscience and Neurology 
Chairman, Department of Neurobiology 
 
 
 

Office: 203-785-4330 
Email: pasko.rakic@yale.edu 
 
Public Affairs Off ice: 
Jackie Weaver 
203-432-8555 
Jacqueline.weaver@yale.edu 
 

The goal of RakicÕs research has been to understand the origin and development of the cerebral cortex, the site of our 
highest cognitive functions. Rakic is an elected member of the National Academy of Sciences (USA), American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, the Institute of Medicine (USA), Croatian and Serbian Academies of Art and Sciences, 
and is a past President of the Society for Neuroscience.  
  
  
Kavli Institute of Neurology at Yale  
Yale University School of Medicine 
 

TIME ZONE: EST 
 

David McCormick 
Professor, Department of Neurobiology 
 
 

Office: 203-785-4577 
Email: david.mccormick@yale.edu 
 
Public Affairs Off ice: 
Jackie Weaver 
203-432-8555 
Jacqueline.weaver@yale.edu 
 
 

The goal of the McCormick laboratory is to understand the cellular and network mechanisms of operation of the 
cerebral cortex. I t is currently uncovering the cellular and subcellular mechanisms by which dysfunction of recurrent 
networks in the cortex may result in the aberrant activity typical of a wide variety of cognitive deficits. McCormick has 
received several awards for his research including the John R. Whittier Award, Committee to Combat Huntington's 
Disease and the Yngve Zotterman Prize, Swedish Physiological Society, Stockholm.  
  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain and Mind at the University of California, 
San Diego 
 

TIME ZONE: PST 

Jeffrey Elman  
Co-Director, KIBM 
Professor of Cognitive Science 
 
 
 

Public Affairs Off ice: 
Barry Jagoda, 858-534-8567 
bjagoda@ucsd.edu  
Inga Kiderra. 858-822-0661 
ikiderra@ucsd.edu  
 

Elman is an artificial neural networks pioneer and a behavioral neuroscientist whose work focuses on language. He is 
interested in speech perception and the mechanisms that make it possible for humans to easily perceive complex 
acoustic inputs. Founding co-director of the Kavli Institute for Brain and Mind at UCSD, he is interim dean of Social 
Sciences at UC San Diego where he has been on the faculty since 1977. Additional information. 



 

  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain and Mind at the University of California, 
San Diego 
 

TIME ZONE: PST 

Nicholas Spitzer  
Co-Director, KIBM 
Professor of Biology 
 
 

Public Affairs Off ice: 
Barry Jagoda, 858-534-8567 
bjagoda@ucsd.edu 
Inga Kiderra. 858-822-0661 
ikiderra@ucsd.edu 
 

Spitzer is interested in the role of electrical activity in assembly of the nervous system. A neuroscientist who has been 
on the biology faculty at UC San Diego since 1972, he is founding co-director of the Kavli Institute for Brain and Mind 
at UCSD. He is a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science and a member of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences.  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain and Mind at the University of California, 
San Diego 
 

TIME ZONE: PST 

Ralph Greenspan  
Associate Director, KIBM 
Cullman Fellow in Experimental Neurobiology, The Neurosciences 
Institute 
 
 

Public Affairs Off ice: 
Barry Jagoda, 858-534-8567 
bjagoda@ucsd.edu  
Inga Kiderra. 858-822-0661 
ikiderra@ucsd.edu  
 

The many research activities of Ralph Greenspan include demonstrations that the fruit fly Drosophila has sleep-like and 
attention-like behaviors similar to those of humans, the molecular identification of genes underlying natural variations 
in behavior, and studies of the principles governing gene networks underlying behavior. He is Associate Director of the 
Kavli Institute for Brain and Mind at UC San Diego. 
  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain and Mind at the University of California, 
San Diego 
 

TIME ZONE: PST 

Fred Gage  
Professor in the Laboratory of Genetics at the Salk Institute for 
Biological Studies  
Adjunct Professor of Neuroscience, UC San Diego 
KIBM Advisory Board 
 
 

Public Affairs Off ice: 
Barry Jagoda, 858-534-8567 
bjagoda@ucsd.edu  
Inga Kiderra. 858-822-0661 
ikiderra@ucsd.edu  
 

Gage is one of the globe's leading students of neurogenesis, the process by which human beings grow new nerve cells 
throughout life. His work aims at methods for replacing or enhancing brain and spinal cord tissues lost or damaged due 
to neurodegenerative disease or trauma. He is a fellow of the National Academy of Sciences and of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences. 
  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain and Mind at the University of California, 
San Diego 
 

TIME ZONE: PST 

Joan Stiles 
Professor of Cognitive Science 
KIBM Advisory Board 
 
 

Public Affairs Off ice: 
Barry Jagoda, 858-534-8567 
bjagoda@ucsd.edu  
Inga Kiderra. 858-822-0661 
ikiderra@ucsd.edu  
 



 

Stiles directs the Developmental Neuroscience Cognitive Laboratory at UC San Diego where she and her associates 
focus on the questions of how children acquire knowledge about their world, specifically their spatial world, and how 
changes in the brain system that mediate spatial cognitive processing relate to the acquisition of spatial knowledge. She 
is founding director of the UC San Diego Human Development Program. 
  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain and Mind at the University of California, 
San Diego 
 

TIME ZONE: PST 

Darwin Berg 
Professor of Biology 
KIBM Advisory Board 
 
 

Public Affairs Off ice: 
Barry Jagoda, 858-534-8567 
bjagoda@ucsd.edu 
Inga Kiderra. 858-822-0661 
ikiderra@ucsd.edu 
 

Berg directs laboratory work focusing on synapses. He and his colleagues are interested in how synapses are formed 
and regulated, and how they contribute to complex systems. Berg is chair of the UCSD/Salk Graduate Program in 
Biological Sciences. 
  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain and Mind at the University of California, 
San Diego 
 

TIME ZONE: PST 

Larry Squire 
Professor of Neuroscience, Psychiatry and Psychology, UC San Diego 
Research Career Scientist at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center, San 
Diego  
KIBM Advisory Board 
 

Public Affairs Off ice: 
Barry Jagoda, 858-534-8567 
bjagoda@ucsd.edu  
Inga Kiderra. 858-822-0661 
ikiderra@ucsd.edu  
 

Squire is one of the globe's leading experts of memory. His publications include more than 400 scientif ic research 
articles, the widely-read book ÒMemory and BrainÓ, and ÒMemory: From Mind to Molecules,Ó with Eric Kandel. He is 
a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the National Academy of Sciences, the American 
Philosophical Society and the Institute of Medicine. 
  
Kavli Institute for Brain and Mind at the University of California, 
San Diego 
 

TIME ZONE: PST 

Terry Sejnowski 
Professor of Biology, UC San Diego and Salk Institute for Biological 
Studies  
KIBM Advisory Board 
 

Public Affairs Off ice: 
Barry Jagoda, 858-534-8567 
bjagoda@ucsd.edu  
Inga Kiderra. 858-822-0661 
ikiderra@ucsd.edu  
 

A computational neuroscience pioneer, Terry Sejnowski makes it his ultimate research goal to provide linking 
principles from neural mechanisms to behavior. He is interested in the hippocampus, believed to play a major role in 
learning and memory, and the cerebral cortex, which holds our knowledge of the world and how to interact with it. 
  
  
Kavli Institute for Brain and Mind at the University of California, 
San Diego 
 

TIME ZONE: PST 

Patricia Churchland 
Professor of Philosophy 
KIBM Advisory Board 
 

Public Affairs Off ice: 
Barry Jagoda, 858-534-8567 
bjagoda@ucsd.edu  
Inga Kiderra. 858-822-0661 
ikiderra@ucsd.edu  



 

 
Chuchland is highly regarded neurophilosopher whose work explores the impact of neuroscientif ic developments on 
our understanding of consciousness, the self, free will, decision making, ethics, learning and religion. 

 


